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What Is It?

Charter 2.0 is a sophisticated charting software that contains many of the popular technical indicators and chart annotating tools for stocks. You can load up charts that vary durations from 1 minute intraday to 10 years. Moreover, mix and match groups of indicators to go with a stock chart and then annotate on them to further analyze the stock technically. You can also organize stocks with the new watch list function. Furthermore, there are several categorized daily stock picks for endless investment ideas.
Why I Made It?
It all started back in early 2005 when I wanted a quicker way to check on stock charts. I made Taxi 1.0 (that was the name of the program because it changed to Charter 2.0) as a prototype and it was a private tool for me to expedite my charting needs. Then as I released it to some people, I started getting feedback for more features and then there was Taxi 1.5 Beta. After over 100+ hours (it’s probably around 200 hours) of coding, testing, and frustration, I came up with Charter 2.0, the best of my creation so far. It has grown into a fully featured charting tool that I now dependably use every day. It has been a lot of work and dedication, but the end result is a very valuable trading tool that made it all worthwhile. 
How-To:

>>INSTALL: If you are reading this, you probably have Charter2.exe downloaded along with this file. There’s no need to install Charter, except there are two requirements for this program to run. If you don’t have the first requirement, the program will not load. If you don’t have the second one, the charts won’t load. So, here are the requirements:

1) Download Microsoft .NET Framework 2

Most people DO NOT have this installed. Without this, the program WILL NOT load. If the program runs, then you ALREADY have this installed in your system. Otherwise, here’s where you can download it (Download and installation could take a while. File size: 22MB):


http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=0856eacb-4362-4b0d-8edd-aab15c5e04f5&DisplayLang=en
2) Download Sun Java Plug-in if you don’t already have it installed
Most people HAVE this installed since it’s a common plug-in for browsers. NOT having this plug-in will not affect the program starting up, but your annotated charts just won’t show up (Non-annotatable charts will still work). So, if that’s that problem, download the plug-in here:

http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp
Once you have everything installed, run Charter2.exe and that’s all! 
Organize: Make shortcuts of the program. Put it on your desktop or taskbar or a folder. You can even move charter2.exe to anywhere on your hard drive and it will still work.

Uninstall: Delete Charter2.exe. How easy is that? I made it easy for everyone by keeping it simple.

Take Screenshots: Press and hold Alt + PrntScrn buttons at the same time. Then open an image program and paste it (use MS Paint if f you want).
Print the Chart: There is no direct printing function off the program for annotated charts, but you can take a screenshot and then printing that. For non-annotated charts, you just click on the chart and then press and hold Ctrl + P.
Frequently Asked Questions:
“What does it take to run Charter?”
You will need any Windows-based PC computer with at least 64MB of memory and 50MB of hard drive space. But that’s not it. You also need Microsoft .NET Framework (a software language plug-in) and Sun Java Plug-in which are detailed in the installation How-To above.
“It says missing DLL or whatever files are missing or any other error message while loading the program”

Make sure you are using Windows and have Microsoft .NET Framework installed. See Install in the How To section above for details on that. It should work whether you are using Windows 98, ME, XP, 2000, NT, or Vista. Any errors after successfully meeting the program requirements should be emailed to me for further research (gotfrank@gmail.com).
“Why can’t I use more than two technical indicators on the annotated charts?”

It used to be possible until StockCharts changed their coding for loading the charts, making it not possible for annotatable charts to show up with unlimited indicators. You are additionally limited to two overlays (this includes moving averages). Also, intraday doesn’t work in annotated charts. So, the best thing we can all do is use the non-annotated charts to load all the goodies (technical indicators).
“Can you add more technical indicators to future versions of Charter?”


That is possible. I am limited by what the content provider offers to me. For example, I cannot add a TSI (True Strength Index) to the program because the content provider does not have that for the charts, but perhaps will be in the future. Let me know via email what you want and hopefully I can make it happen for you.
“When I use all 5 technical indicators at once, the program is bigger than my screen. Can you fix this?”


No. I’ve tried my best to make the program as compact as possible. You can view all 5 indicators at once if you have a 1280x1024 screen size or bigger (17” LCDs and greater have that resolution now). On my laptop, I would use 3 indicators at once at the most each time. When I use my 17” LCD, I can comfortably use all 5 without restrictions. So, use fewer indicators if it all 5 don’t fit on your screen at the same time. Sorry.
“Can I resize the window size of the program?”


No. That is done automatically according to how many indicators you are using. The program is specially designed to use the least amount of window space for its operations.
“Can you make the thickness of the annotating lines thicker?”


Yes, it’s on the left side under the color palettes. You can even make the line dashes.
“What do I do if I want to save my annotations?”


Take a screenshot of the chart. See the How-To section above for instructions on how to take a screenshot of the program and saving it to a file.

“Can you compare two stocks in percentages?”


No, but even better, you can compare two stocks by ratios. To do this, simply input into the Symbol box: GOOG:MSFT and you will get Google’s price divided by Microsoft to see relativity. This is a brand new approach in technically comparing two stocks (or stock:index), which could give new light in advanced technical studies!
“Can you make it search for extra-terrestrial life and find cures to diseases?”


What more could you ask? The program is basically free and I am not even a programmer! Every time I add a feature to the program, I have to learn the language and go through all the sweat and thinking to get it to work. I do not make miracles. Just kidding, email me if you have further suggestions and I will see what I can do.

Features:
Advanced Charting Capability: Large, vivid charts of stocks and indices. You can chart daily, weekly, monthly, or intraday using candlesticks OHLC, or line formats. Each chart overlay contains adjustable parameters which the user can adjust at his/her own disposal.
Technical Indicators: Display up to 12 moving averages while choosing up to 5 separate technical indicators at once. Technical indicators include CCI, RSI, MACD, Money Flow, On Balance Volume, Accumulation/Distribution, Bollinger Bands, Price Relativity, Fast/Full/Slow Stochastics.
Personal Stock Watch List: Add an unlimited amount of stock symbols to a personal watch list that you can save/add/delete stocks. 
Daily Stock Picks: Each day, manually updated by Technicator.NET, a big list of stock picks categorized by Top Stocks, Bottom Stocks, What’s HOT, and What’s NOT. Treat yourself every day into a sea of potential stocks to trade.
Free of Charge: I want this to be a win-win situation so I made this tool free to everyone. The program does ask for support by clicking on an advertisement that would otherwise only take 5 seconds to deal with. Don’t worry; this doesn’t happen (once per 50 chart loads). This way, you get to use the program for free, no money out of your pocket, my advertisers pays me a couple of peanuts so I can keep the website running. Optionally, if you insist, you can purchase an ad-free version of Charter 2 for $100 by emailing me. It really isn’t necessary unless the tool has made you the big bucks and you feel like giving back, which is highly possible.
…and more! 
Learn About Technical Indicators and How to Properly Use Charter:

TECHNICAL INDICATORS:
· Commodity Channel Index (CCI)
The CCI, when used in conjunction with other oscillators, can be a valuable tool to identify potential peaks and valleys in the asset’s price, and thus provide investors with reasonable evidence to estimate changes in the direction of price movement of the asset.
Learn More: Commodity Channel Index

· Relative Strength Index (RSI)
The RSI compares the magnitude of recent gains to recent losses in an attempt to determine overbought and oversold conditions of an asset.
Learn More: Relative Strength Index

· Moving Average Convergenge-Divergence (MACD)
A trend-following momentum indicator that shows the relationship between two moving averages of prices.
Learn More: MACD

· Chaikin Money Flow (CMF)
The Chaikin Money Flow oscillator generates bullish signals by indicating that a security is under accumulation. It is based on calculations from the Accumulation/Distribution by Chaikin.
Learn More: Chaikin Money Flow

· On Balance Volume (OBV)
A method used in technical analysis to detect momentum, the calculation relates volume to price change. OBV provides a running total of volume and shows if this volume is flowing in or out.
Learn More: On Balance Volume

· Accumulation/Distribution (ACC/DST)
ACC/DST measures supply and demand by discovering if investors are generally “Accumulating” (buying) or “Distributing” (Selling) a certain stock by identifying divergences between stock price and volume flow.
Learn More: Accumulation/Distribution

· Bollinger Bands (BB Width)
BB Width is the measurement of the width between the top and bottom bollinger lines. When the BB width is small (tight bollingers), then it may indicate and a price expansion will soon occur.
Learn More: B.B. Width, Bollinger Bands

· Price Relative To (Price Relative)
The Price Relative compares the performance of one security against that of another.
Learn More: Price Relative

· Fast/Full/Slow Stochastics (Stochastics)
Stochastics measures oversold/overbought conditions. When it is above 80, it is in the overbought region and when it is under 20, it is oversold.
Learn More: Stochastics 
OVERLAYS:
· Moving Averages:
Simple Moving Average (MA or SMA) and Exponential Moving Average (EMA)
SMA is basically the average price for a given period. EMA is like SMA except it weighs the most recent tick heavier in the average price calculation.
Learn More: Moving Averages

· Zig-Zag
Its purpose is to filter out random noise and compare relative price movements.
Learn More: Zig-Zag Lines

· Price by Volume
The length of each bar on the side is determined by the cumulative total of all volume bars for the periods during which the closing price fell within the vertical range of the histogram bar.
Learn More: Price By Volume

· Parabolic SAR
Parabolic SAR sets trailing price stops for long or short positions. It is also referred to as the stop-and-reversal indicator.
Learn More: Parabolic SAR 

CHART ANNOTATIONS:
· Use the line tool to connect top to top to or bottom to bottom to draw a trend line or price channel. You can even connect a top to a bottom (which should lead to a future bottom) or a bottom to top (which should lead to a future top). Keep in mind that a lower high is almost always bearish except if the stock is consolidating and a higher low is, in the other sense, bullish. Remember that you can make a parallel line to a top trend line or bottom trend line to find the other line to make a channel.

· If you want to edit a line or anything annotated on the chart, select the arrow tool on to top of the chart and select a line to edit it. Note that you can also change the line width/color/ or make dashes.

· Another useful annotating tool is the Fibonacci retracement tool. You start it at a price bottom and drag it to the next top. Stocks usually retrace back to the 38.2%, 50%, or 61.8% level. If price bounces off the 38.2% level, it is very bullish. At 61.8% it may indicate it is the last time turning up (could mean bearish).
Learn More: Annotating Charts 

